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So, who freed the slaves? 
Student answers 
1.  Abraham Lincoln 
2.  Abolitionists / Underground Railroad 
3.  The northern army 
4.  The slaves themselves 



“…by virtue of  the power in me vested as 
Commander-In-Chief  of  the Army and 
Navy of  the United States in time of  
actual armed rebellion…” 
 
“…as a fit and necessary war measure for 
suppressing said rebellion…” 
 
 
“sincerely believed to be an act of  justice” 
 
vs. 
 
“warranted by the Constitution upon 
military necessity” 
“…Louisiana (except the parishes of…)” 
 
 
“…Virginia (except the forty-eight 
counties designated as West Virginia and 
also the counties of…” 
 
 
“…Louisiana (except the parishes of…)” 
 
 
“…Virginia (except the forty-eight 
counties designated as West Virginia and 
also the counties of…” 
 
“for the present left precisely as if  this 
proclamation were not issued” 
 
 
 
Does it have ANY effect? 







 Does motive matter? 
 
How does social change occur? 
 
Why do we remember the past the way 
we do? 
Assessment? 
 
Class debate 
 
Written response 
 
Historical marker 
C3 Framework 
D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by 
unique circumstances of  time and place as well as broader historical contexts. 
D2.His.3.9-12. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess 
how the significance of  their actions changes over time and is shaped by the 
historical context.  
D2.His.4.9-12. Analyze complex and interacting factors that influenced the 
perspectives of  people during different historical eras. 
D2.His.10.9-12. Detect possible limitations in various kinds of  historical evidence 
and differing secondary interpretations. 
D2.His.14.9-12. Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of  events in the 
past. 
D3.3.9-12. Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively 
from multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or 
strengthen claims. 
D3.4.9-12. Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, 
and knowledge conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of  both. 
D4.1.9-12. Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with 
evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and 
evidentiary weaknesses 
…. 
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